
Inspection of Boundstone Nursery 
School
Upper Boundstone Lane, Lancing, West Sussex BN15 9QX

Inspection date: 2 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are extremely motivated by this inspiring learning environment, designed 
specifically for two- and three-year-old children. They explore the exciting activities 
with great confidence, constantly smiling and laughing with the attentive staff. 
Children are consistently engaged in enjoyable learning and frequently make 
choices about their day. They decide whether to play indoors or with the many 
outdoor play activities. Children easily collect the resources they need to enhance 
their play. For instance, they take pencils and clip boards to write and draw 
outside. Children share musical instruments to play as they ride on their pretend 
bus. They develop independence and show exceptionally positive attitudes they 
need for future learning.

Children benefit greatly from the strong culture of inclusion. All children, including 
those with complex special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), are 
nurtured and very well cared for. They have excellent opportunities to learn 
through sensory activities, such as painting with their fingers or watching sparkly 
lights in the sensory room. Children quickly learn to consider others, accept and 
help each other. Staff use songs very well to remind children about previous 
learning and reinforce clear expectations. For example, children join in a safety 
song as they help each other climb a wall of tyres and slide down the other side. 
Children behave exceptionally well and thoroughly enjoy their time in the setting.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff understand the particular needs of this age group and focus carefully on 
what each child needs. Staff show a genuine interest in their well-being and new 
children settle quickly. Children form good attachments to their key carer and go 
to them easily for help or reassurance. Staff help them to understand their 
emotions and begin to self-regulate their behaviour. Children follow their 
respectful role modelling and are consistently kind. They share resources 
willingly and play harmoniously with others. 

n The special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) is exceptionally experienced 
and knowledgeable. Children who may need additional support are identified 
extremely quickly and planning, with parents, to meet their needs is thorough. 
For example, additional staffing is provided to support children with SEND access 
learning activities. The SENCo and staff consistently use training and advice from 
other professionals, such as occupational and speech therapists, to help ensure 
all children have the same opportunity to achieve the best start to their 
education. 

n Staff use a range of very good strategies to promote toddlers' speech and 
communication skills. They consistently use signing and help children to use 
picture clues, to enhance understanding of speech. They encourage 
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conversation through carefully planned activities. For example, children use old 
telephones to hold pretend conversations with their friends and parents. 
Children clap with excitement and learn to listen carefully as they press buttons 
on a tablet to create noises and guess which animal is making the sounds. They 
develop strong self-esteem and make very good progress in their learning and 
development.

n Children have good opportunities to explore the natural world and develop very 
good physical skills. For example, they are excited to feel the rain and run 
around in the wind. Children look carefully at seeds and leaves falling from the 
trees. They develop good balance and challenge themselves as they climb on 
ladders, planks and frames.

n Teamwork and communication across the setting are very effective. Staff feel 
well supported by the experienced leaders and managers. Staff are encouraged 
to continually reflect on their practice and take part in research. They benefit 
from excellent opportunities to develop their skills and knowledge further. 
However, managers paused formal staff observation processes due to COVID-19 
and resulting staff absence. As a result, monitoring of staff practice is not 
regular or strong enough, at present, to identify where some improvements 
need to be made to raise staff practice further. 

n Managers and staff know the children and families very well. They are 
completely committed to giving parents any advice they need to help support 
their children's development at home. Managers are gradually reinstating 
activities for parents, such as parents' evening and stay-and-play sessions in the 
setting, that were paused due to COVID-19. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff have a strong culture of safeguarding. They discuss 
safeguarding issues regularly and always have children's safety and well-being in 
mind. Managers follow safe recruitment practices to ensure staff are suitable to 
work with children. Staff have regular first aid and safeguarding training. They 
know what to do in a medical emergency. Staff follow clear procedures if they have 
any concern about a child's welfare or the behaviour of a colleague. Managers and 
staff actively work with families and other agencies to ensure any early intervention 
needed happens promptly. Resources are well maintained and the premises are 
secure.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review and improve the system for monitoring, so that staff practice is 
consistently of high quality. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY294497

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10228044

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 3

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 19

Name of registered person Boundstone Nursery School Governing Body

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904105

Telephone number 01903 276860

Date of previous inspection 11 January 2017

Information about this early years setting

Boundstone Nursery School registered in 2004. It operates in Lancing, West 
Sussex. The daycare setting is open each weekday, between 8am and 5pm, term 
time only. The setting employs eight staff, of whom all hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3 or above. Three staff hold qualified teacher status. The 
setting receives funding for the provision of free early education for children aged 
two years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sue Suleyman
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with SEND.

n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual and the chair of governors 
about the leadership and management of the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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